greater depth and fewer words. Some of the reviewers try to range widely, but their contributions do not comfortably fit the format. Yet the editor describes the event as 'exciting', and one has no reason to disbelieve him. Fifteen years ago oxygen was the great life-sustaining element of all aerobic organisms. In the published proceedings of another oxygen meeting held in London in 1963 under the auspices of the International Union of Biochemistry', a far better book, less than 10% of the space was devoted to toxic effects, and free radicals hardly rated a mention. In striking contrast, almost all contributions to the present volume deal with aspects of potential or actual oxygen damage, and free radicals are the dominant theme. Indeed, the change has spawned a whole new breed of biochemical cliches to describe the action of oxygen, ranging from the trite (double-aged sword) to the pretentious (Janus-like). Such fast transformations are always exciting, and they are especially so if they touch on many otherwise remote disciplines. Unfortunately, not much of the tingle comes through in the published record. It contains too many project reports, some of them no doubt important and valuable but not fully intelligible to workers using different tools or experimental systems. Of course, in this type of publication one also looks at the recorded discussions for stimulation, but they are, on the whole, too brief to be illuminating. The title is misleading. The medical implications of oxygen free radicals are wide and momentous, but none of the contributions is in any real sense clinical. Perhaps the next conference will fill this gap. This book deals with the range of application of quantitative cytochemistry and topics ranging from cancer of the cervix to the bioassay of peptide hormones. These techniques depend upon measurements of biochemical activity of an individual cell by an analyser (micro-spectrophotometer or polarizer, etc). The advantages of this approach are described in a wide range of applications. Those concerned with laboratory medicine should be aware of the potential of these methods which will eventually find modified expression with the clinical laboratory. The antiserum used in the immunoelectrophoretic technique in this paper was not a product of Seward Laboratories, as stated, but was a gift from the Irnrnuno Diagnostic Research Unit, Birmingham University.
